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House of Burgess: An open letter 
to electors 


You were never intended to be a formality 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


I don’t personally know any of you, the 538 members of the Electoral 
College. I am not writing this because I realistically think it will change 
anything. All I know is, whatever happens Monday when you do convene to 
pick the 45th president, I won’t forgive myself if I don’t use this last chance 


to use this platform to deliver you this message: You don’t have to do this. 


I have to believe at least a few dozen of you representing “red states” know 
Trump shouldn’t be president. As it stands, Democratic candidate Hillary 
Clinton has 65,742,305 popular votes to Republican candidate Donald 
Trump’s 62,899,706 — a difference in her favor of more than 2 percent. Yet, 


Trump has 306 pledged delegates to Clinton’s 232. 


“The Washington Post is now reporting that the CIA has concluded 
something widely suspected but never flatly stated by the intelligence 
community: that Russia moved deliberately to help elect Donald Trump as 
president of the United States — not just to undermine the U.S. political 


process more generally,” reported Aaron Blake on Friday. 


In between meeting with Cabinet candidates with close Kremlin ties, Trump 


reacted to this report not by turning his ire on Russia, but the CIA. 


You, the electors, were never intended to be a formality. In our system, you 


have all the power. The Founders imagined this moment. 


“A small number of persons, selected by their fellow-citizens from the 
general mass, will be most likely to possess the information and 
discernment requisite to such complicated investigations,” wrote Alexander 
Hamilton March 14, 1788, in “The Federalist Papers” No. 68, “The Mode of 
Electing the President.” “Nothing was more to be desired than that every 
practicable obstacle should be opposed to cabal, intrigue, and corruption. 


These most deadly adversaries of republican government might naturally 


have been expected to make their approaches from more than one quarter, 
but chiefly from the desire in foreign powers to gain an improper ascendant 
in our councils. How could they better gratify this, than by raising a 


creature of their own to the chief magistracy of the Union?” 


Before he leaves office, Trump’s brand will be among the most valuable in 
the world. While he still hasn’t released his tax returns, his tentacle-like 
financial concerns reach across the globe. Diplomats are flocking to Trump 
hotels, looking to ingratiate themselves. His children are said to be running 
the business, yet are intimately involved in the transition. Heck, as Variety’s 
Cynthia Littleton reported Thursday, he’s even still going to be an executive 


producer on “The Apprentice.” 


If Trump pledges Jan. 20 to “preserve, protect and defend the Constitution 
of the United States,” then Article 1, Section 6, Clause 2, and Article I, 


Section 9, Clause 8 will be made a mockery. 


“No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was 
elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United 
States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall 
have been increased during such time; and no Person holding any Office 
under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his 
Continuance in Office,” read the so-called “Emolument Clauses.” “No title of 
nobility shall be granted by the United States: and no person holding any 


office of profit or trust under them, shall, without the consent of the 


Congress, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any kind 


whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state.” 


Only those of you from just 21 states have freedom from local restrictions 
on voting against the popular vote of your state. You’re the only ones with 
any actual power. But electors of conscience from the other 29 states 
should refuse to vote for Trump as well. Your vote is void? They’ll just 


replace you? You could face legal penalties? 


Make them cycle through “faithless electors” until they find someone who 
will go with the flow. It doesn’t have to be you. Do the right thing. You’re 


the only ones left. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


